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amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT) . 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
fx] the international application as originally filed. 

I | the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I | the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand,, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

f 1 tiie drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

• * 
pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

|~| the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

L J * e iBQEP&ge of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| I contained in the international application in written form. 

| [ filed together with the international application in con^uter readable form. 

[ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

[~] furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Q ~| The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

f^] This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplem ental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1 998) BEST AVAI LABLE 



PE^J^HNARY EXAMINATION REPORT ^Krti 
— 1 PC 



INTERNATIONAL PR^^IINARY EXAMINATION REPORT ^|lntemational application No. 

PCT/SG2003/000231 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

restricted the claims. 
[ | paid additional fees. 
| | paid.additional fees under protest. 
| I ' neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. Q This Authority found feat the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 

not to^invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
| | complied with. 

fx] not complied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does riot comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it 
does not relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to from a single general 
inventive concept. In coming to this conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that 
there are two inventions: 

1. Claims 1-53, 55 are to a method of encoding Karaoke applications comprising encoding a 
background video signal, encoding one or more Karaoke songs, encoding Karaoke song texts and 
encoding visual contents. These features are considered to comprises a first "special technical 
feature". 

2. Claim 54 is to an apparatus for use in editing visual contents comprising retrieving a stored 
karaoke text elementary stream, determining an edit permission status, editing said visual contents if 
permitted by the edit permission status, forwarding the edited visual contents for storage and setting 
the edit permission status of the newly provided visual content. These features are considered to 
comprise a second separate "special technical feature". 

Since the above mentioned groups of claims do not share either of the technical features identified, a 
"technical relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. 
Accordingly the international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive 
concept. 

4. ■ Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international prehnrinary examination in 
establishing this report: 



all parts. 

^2 the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) • 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-55 


NO 


Inventive step (IS)' 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-55 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-55 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

. Novelty and Inventive Step Claims 1-55 

JP 10161680 
JP 11167391 
JP 11265189 
JP 2000029478 



When read by a person skilled in the art each of the citations individually discloses all of the features of the 
claims above. Consequently the claims are not novel and do not involve an inventive step in the light of the 
citations. 
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